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“A story that broke my heart and put it back together
again. You won’t want to let Gem and Dixie go.” —
Sarah Dessen, New York Times bestselling author of
Saint Anything

From renowned author and National Book Award fi-
nalist Sara Zarr comes a deep, nuanced, and gor
geously written story about the complex relationship
between two sisters from a broken home.

Gem has never known what it is to have security.
She’s never known an adult she can truly rely on. But
the one constant in her life has been Dixie. Gem
grew up taking care of her sister when no one else
could: not their mother, whose issues make it hard
for her to keep food on the table, and definitely not
their father, whose intermittent presence is the only
thing worse than his frequent absence.

Even as Gem and Dixie have grown apart, they've al-
ways had each other.

When their dad returns home for the first time in
years and tries to insert himself back into their lives,
Gem finds herself with an unexpected opportunity:
three days with Dixie—on their own in Seattle and
beyond.

But this short trip soon becomes something more, as
Gem discovers that that to save herself, she may have
to sever the one bond she’s tried so hard to keep.

"A complex and gripping story centered around the
relationship of two sisters from a broken home. This
book was so meaningful and realistic" (from the
Brightly.com review, which named Gem and Dixie
one of the best books of 2017).

“This may be the most powerful sibling story I've
ever read. Gem and Dixie’s road trip is heartbreaking
and honest and beautifully rendered by one of my all-
time favorite writers. This is Sara Zarr at her absolute
best.” — Matt de la Pefia, Newbery Medal winning
author of WE WERE HERE

“Gem & Dixie is a beautiful, poignant, and ultimately
hopeful story from one of the finest YA authors writ-
ing today. An exploration of the complicated love and
loyalty between sisters that is at once profoundly
moving and unflinchingly real.” — Nova Ren Suma,
New York Times bestselling author of THE WALLS
AROUND US

“A story that broke my heart and put it back together
again. You won’t want to let Gem and Dixie go.” —
Sarah Dessen, New York Times-bestselling author of
SAINTANYTHING

* “With a vivid, well-rounded cast of characters, in-
cluding the adults, and a poignant portrayal of family
dynamics, Zarr’s frank, resonant story is both bitter-
sweet and triumphant.” — Booklist (starred review)

% “Zarr movingly explores the effects of neglect on
two vulnerable girls relearning how to trust. Readers’
hearts will ache for Gem, who so desperately wants
to follow a different path than her parents, as she
tries to carve out a better life for herself and her sis-
ter.” — Publishers Weekly (starred review)
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